
 

St. Andrew’s Hespeler Presbyterian Church 

December 26th, 2021 – First Sunday after Christmas 

Order of Worship for December 26. We will meet online and in person at 10 am. We do encourage you 
to attend online if possible. The link will be posted on the website. If you wish to attend in person, 
screening, masking and social distancing are still required. The session requests that people who attend 
in person be fully vaccinated for Covid-19 if they are eligible and it is medically possible. 

Call to worship 

Prayer of Approach and Confession 
L: God of our lives and the times in which we 

live, we come before you on this last Sunday of 
the year, marvelling that another year has 
passed. For some of us, time has slipped by 
and we wonder where another year went. For 
others, the pressures of the pandemic have 
been intense; the sorrows, heavy; the conflicts, 
challenging. O God, you have seen us through 
this peculiar year and we are grateful. We 
praise you for your love, for your comfort and 
joy which are there whenever we need them. 
In this time of worship, receive our prayers and 
our praises as we honour your gifts of Light 
and Love which shine upon us through Jesus 
Christ this day and every day by your grace. 

P: God of our lives and the time in which we 
live, we know you are with us through thick 

and thin, in times of great joy and at 
moments of disappointment. We confess we 
sometimes feel let down when the joy of 
Christmas day has passed. Our hope seems to 
get folded away with the gift wrap, our 
energy for the future feels a bit tattered. 
Forgive us when our faithfulness flickers like a 
Christmas candle burning down. Renew our 
hope and energy for the year ahead through 
the steadfast grace of Christ our Lord. 

L: The mercy of our God is from everlasting to 
everlasting. Hear and believe the good news of 
the Gospel. In Jesus Christ, God’s generous 
love reaches out to embrace us. We are 
forgiven and set free to begin again. Let us 
forgive one another just as God has forgiven 
us. May the peace of Christ be you. 

P: And also with you! 

Carol #147 Angels we have heard on high 
1. Angels we have heard on high,  
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply  
echoing their joyous strains. 

  Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
  Gloria in excelsis Deo. 



2. Shepherds, why this jubilee?  
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be  
which inspire your heavenly song?  

Refrain 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see  
Christ whose birth the angels sing;  
come, adore on bended knee,  
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.  

Refrain 

4. See him in a manger laid,  
whom the choirs of angels praise; 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,  
while our hearts in love we raise.  

Refrain 

Psalm 148 (Read by Cynthia MacDonald) 

Life and Work of the church 

Scripture: (other lectionary readings below) 
Luke 2:41-52 

41 Now every year his parents went to 
Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up as 
usual for the festival. 43 When the festival was 
ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did 
not know it. 44 Assuming that he was in the 
group of travellers, they went a day’s journey. 
Then they started to look for him among their 
relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find 
him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for 
him. 46 After three days they found him in the 
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to 
them and asking them questions. 47 And all who 
heard him were amazed at his understanding 
and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him 
they were astonished; and his mother said to 
him, ‘Child, why have you treated us like this? 
Look, your father and I have been searching for 
you in great anxiety.’ 49 He said to them, ‘Why 
were you searching for me? Did you not know 
that I must be in my Father’s house?’ 50 But they 
did not understand what he said to 
them. 51 Then he went down with them and 
came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. 

His mother treasured all these things in her 
heart. 

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in 
years, and in divine and human favour. 

Offertory: “Bethlehem” by Roger C. Wilson 
Martin Bohl 

Celebration of our Generosity 

Sermon: “Mary, Joseph and the Boxing Day Sale” 

Carol #166 Once in royal David’s city 
1. Once in royal David’s city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 

2. Christ came down to earth from heaven, 
who is God and Lord of all, 
sheltered by a humble stable, 
cradled in a cattle stall: 
with the poor, oppressed and lowly, 
lived on earth our Saviour holy, 

3. and our eyes at last shall see him, 
through his own redeeming love, 
for that child so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heaven above, 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 

4. Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him, but in heaven, 
set at God’s right hand on high; 
there God’s children gather round, 
bright like stars, with glory crowned. 



Prayers of the people (using chat to share 
requests)  

Benediction

 
 
Other Lectionary Readings 
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

18 Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 His mother used to make 
for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly 
sacrifice. 20 Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, ‘May the LORD repay you with children by 
this woman for the gift that she made to the LORD’; and then they would return to their home. 

26 Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favour with the LORD and with the 
people. 

Colossians 3:12-17 
12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your 
hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 


