
 
 

St. Andrew’s Hespeler 

Presbyterian Church 

December 12th, 2021 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 

Order of Worship for December 12. We will meet online and in person at 10 am. The link will be posted on 
the website. If you wish to attend in person, screening, masking and social distancing are still required. The 
session requests that people who attend in person be fully vaccinated for Covid-19 if they are eligible and it 
is medically possible.  

Candle Lighting 

Prayer of Confession 
P: All knowing God, We know perfect joy only comes 

through faith in you, yet we seek it out in lesser ways. 
In search of comfort, we indulge our desires. In search 
of love, we hide from our faults. In search of approval, 
we spend beyond our means. Forgive us, O God, for 
seeking satisfaction in the wrong places. Help us turn 
again to you, our true source of joy, and guide us to 
discover what is honourable, just, and pleasing in your 
sight. Amen. 

L: The scriptures say, “Do not worry about anything, but 
in everything, by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to 
God.” The forgiveness we seek is ours through the 

grace of Jesus Christ. May the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, be with you. 

P: Thanks be to God! 

Carol #162 On Christmas night all Christians sing 
1. On Christmas night all Christians sing  
to hear the news the angels bring,  
on Christmas night all Christians sing  
to hear the news the angels bring,  
news of great joy, news of great mirth,  
news of our merciful King’s birth. 

2. Then why should we on earth be so sad,  
since our Redeemer made us glad,  
then why should we on earth be so sad,  
since our Redeemer made us glad,  
when from our sin he set us free  
all for to gain our liberty? 

3. When sin departs before his grace,  
then life and health come in its place,  
when sin departs before his grace,  
then life and health come in its place.  
Heaven and earth with joy may sing,  
all for to see our new-born king. 

4. All out of darkness we have light  
which made the angels sing this night;  
all out of darkness we have light,  
which made the angels sing this night; 
“Glory to God,” we sing again  
now and forevermore, amen. 

Responsive Reading Isaiah 12:2-6 
L: Surely God is my salvation; 
P: I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
L: for the Lord God is my strength and my might; 



P: he has become my salvation. 
L: With joy you will draw water from the wells of 

salvation. And you will say on that day: 
P: Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make 

known his deeds among the nations; proclaim that his 
name is exalted. 

L: Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; 
P: let this be known in all the earth. 
L: Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
P: for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

Life and Work of the church 

Scripture: (other lectionary readings below) 
Luke 3:7-18 Read by Allison Cann 

7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized 
by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of 
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have 
Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even now 
the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.’ 

10 And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we 
do?’ 11 In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats 
must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has 
food must do likewise.’ 12 Even tax-collectors came to be 
baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we 
do?’ 13 He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.’ 14 Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, 
what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort 
money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and 
be satisfied with your wages.’ 

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all 
were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of 
them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie 
the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to 
clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.’ 

18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed 
the good news to the people. 

Offertory: Prelude on the Tune of "Dundee" by Healey 
Willan  Martin Bohl 

Celebration of our Generosity 

Sermon: “What then should we do? ” 

Carol #141 Good Christians, all rejoice 

 

Other Lectionary Readings 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 

14 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
 shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
 O daughter Jerusalem! 
15 The Lord has taken away the judgements against 

you, 
 he has turned away your enemies. 
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 

1. Good Christians, all rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now give heed to what we say: 
Jesus Christ is born today, 
ox and ass before him bow, 
and he is in the manger now 
Christ is born today; 
Christ is born today. 

2. Good Christians, all rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now you hear of endless bliss: 
Jesus Christ was born for this. 
He has opened heaven’s door, 
and we are blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this; 
Christ was born for this. 

3. Good Christians, all rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now you need not fear the grave: 
Jesus Christ was born to save, 
calls you one and calls you all 
to gain the everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save; 
Christ was born to save. 

Prayers of the people (using chat to share requests)  

Benediction 



We are making some tentative plans for Christmas. 
Among other things, we are hoping to hold: 
• A Longest Night Service on December 21 at 7:30 (in 

person and online) Guest Musician Martin Bohl 
• A family focused Christmas Eve service at 6:30 pm (in 

person and online) 
• A communion service at 8 pm. (in person and online) 

Guest Musician Zoé McAndless 
• Sunday falls on Boxing Day this year (December 26) 

and we will plan to hold a hybrid (in person and 
online) service on that day as usual. 

 you shall fear disaster no more. 
16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
Do not fear, O Zion; 
 do not let your hands grow weak. 
17 The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
 a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
 he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing 
18  as on a day of festival. 
I will remove disaster from you, 
 so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
19 I will deal with all your oppressors 
 at that time. 
And I will save the lame 
 and gather the outcast, 
and I will change their shame into praise 

 and renown in all the earth. 
20 At that time I will bring you home, 
 at the time when I gather you; 
for I will make you renowned and praised 
 among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes 
 before your eyes, says the Lord. 

Philippians 4:4-7 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 

Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 



 
You can donate by cheque: made out to St. Andrew’s with GivingTuesday in the memo line (you can choose 
GivingTuesday for Christian Education or Community Outreach or Worship). You can also donate online, 
www.standrewshespeler.ca, and choose the “Donate Online” button near the bottom of the home page. 

Hope Clothing highlight:  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the month of November we served approximately 65 individuals.  We also used approximately 136 
volunteers hours in the month.  We have volunteers from the community of Hespeler as well as our congregation.  
We continue to be flexible and think outside of the box so that we can reach out to as many people as possible.   

There is a steady stream of people dropping off much needed clothing donations!  We are thankful to everyone who 
takes the time to bring in clothing. 

Hope Clothing has continued to operate 
through out 2021 and the pandemic.  We 
have reduced our hours and the adapted 
the method we use to serve people. 

These changes were implemented in an 
effort to create a safe place for our 
volunteers and staff to work and to protect 
our clients. 

Up until the first Thursday of December, clients  were given a Personal 
Shopper.  The Personal Shopper would compile a list of needs and would 
gather all items.  We were not able to have clients come into the building.  
The first week of December saw us move inside. The fellowship hall is 
transformed into a lovely shopping experience for people, all the while 
staying distanced and maintaining covid protocols. 

Everyone here is very     
helpful and always treats 
me with respect. Thank you. 

-anonymous client 

We have been able to help people 
who have lost their main source of 
income during covid; people who 
have experienced isolation and  
illness.  We have been able to help 
newly immigrated people,           
especially once it got cold out! 



There are some goodies in the mailbox at the church (the one 
marked “bulletins”) that are free for anyone to pick up. You will 
find: 

• The November /December edition of Today  
• The December/January/February edition of Our Daily Bread 
• Printed copies of this bulletin each week.  
• Printed copies of Scott’s most recent sermon each week. 
• The November Newsletter 
• The Advent Booklet 

http://www.standrewshespeler.ca


Advent Booklets are now available. These are 
designed to guide us through the Advent season 
and think differently about what this season is 

preparing us for. Please pick one up at the church 
or download and print one at home. Please also 
create an Advent wreath at home if you will be 

joining us to worship from there. 

 
 

 


