
 
 

St. Andrew’s Hespeler 

Presbyterian Church 

November 28th, 2021 

First Sunday of Advent 

 

Order of Worship for November 28. We will meet online and in person at 10 am. The link will be posted on 
the website. If you wish to attend in person, screening, masking and social distancing are still required. The 
session requests that people who attend in person be fully vaccinated for Covid-19 if they are eligible and it 
is medically possible. 

Candle Lighting 
L: The season of Advent begins, and we celebrate the 

hope we find in the good news of the Gospel. 
P: Through the birth of a tiny and helpless child, God 

comes to save the world. 
L: While we watch and wait for Jesus, we join God’s 

mission by bringing grace and mercy to those who need 
it most. 

P: We engage the poor and the poor in spirit, letting 
Christ’s light shine through us. 

L: We speak words of comfort and love to a world in need 
of hope and healing, as we share our stories of God’s 
transforming Spirit. 

P: Together, we are a sign of God’s hope for the world. 
  The candle of hope is lit 
L: Let us pray: 
P: God of surprising grace, when we least expect it you 

bring fresh new life; and where we feel that all is lost, 
you bring redemption. Give us courage as we share all 
you have done, all you are doing, and all you will 
accomplish through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession 
P: Surprising God, Forgive our sleepiness in the presence 

of your splendour. Forgive us if we yawn when you 
present us with life-changing possibilities. Forgive us 
for abandoning hope so quickly, and expecting the 
same old thing in the same old way. Forgive us for 
underestimating your power to do a new thing. 
Awaken us to your holy, hopeful presence. Awaken us 
so we may watch and wait for you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. Amen. 

L: The One who comes with justice also comes with 
mercy. The God of Judgment is truly the Christ of 
compassion. God offers you forgiveness today, in the 

hope you will receive it gladly. Do not be afraid but 
rejoice in the God who comes to us. 

P: Thanks be to God! 

Hymn #110 Come, thou long-expected Jesus 
1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free;  
from our fears and sins release us;  
let us find our rest in thee.  
Israel’s strength and consolation,  
hope of all the earth thou art,  
dear desire of every nation,  
joy of every longing heart. 

2. Born thy people to deliver; 
born a child and yet a king; 
born to reign in us forever;  
now thy gracious kingdom bring.  
By thine own eternal Spirit  
rule in all our hearts alone;  
by thine all-sufficient merit  
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Psalm 25:1-10 
L: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
P: O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to 

shame; do not let my enemies exult over me. 
L: Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 
P: let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
L: Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 
P: teach me your paths. 
L: Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 
P: for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all 

day long. 
L: Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast 

love, for they have been from of old. 



P: Do not remember the sins of my youth or my 
transgressions; according to your steadfast love 
remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord! 

L: Good and upright is the Lord; 
P: therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
L: He leads the humble in what is right, 
P: and teaches the humble his way. 
L: All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and 

faithfulness, 
P: for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 

Scripture: (other lectionary readings below) 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 Read by Steve Marsh 

14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I 
will fulfil the promise I made to the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will 
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he 
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In 
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: 
‘The Lord is our righteousness.’ 

Luke 21:25-36 
25 ‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the 

stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused 
by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will 
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon 
the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 27 Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud” with power and great glory. 28 Now when these 
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.’ 

29 Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree 
and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can 
see for yourselves and know that summer is already 
near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, 
you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell 
you, this generation will not pass away until all things 
have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will not pass away. 

34 ‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed 
down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries 
of this life, and that day does not catch you 
unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who 
live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, 
praying that you may have the strength to escape all 
these things that will take place, and to stand before the 
Son of Man.’” 

Offertory: Chorale Prelude On the Melody “Quem 
Pastores” by Healey Willian  Martin Bohl 

Celebration of our Generosity 

 

Other Lectionary Readings 
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for 
all the joy that we feel before our God because of 
you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we 
may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking 
in your faith. 

11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord 
Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And may the Lord make 
you increase and abound in love for one another and for 
all, just as we abound in love for you. 13 And may he so 
strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be 
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

 

Sermon: “Doomscrolling” 

Hymn #122 Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel 
1. Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lowly exile here, 
until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

4. Oh come, thou Branch of Jesse, free 
thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
from depths of hell thy people save 
and give them victory o’er the grave. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

6. Oh come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Prayers of the people (using chat to share requests)  

Benediction 



 
’



There are some goodies in the mailbox at the church (the one 
marked “bulletins”) that are free for anyone to pick up. You will 
find: 

• The November /December edition of Today  
• The September/October/November edition of Our Daily 

Bread 
• Printed copies of this bulletin each week.  
• Printed copies of Scott’s most recent sermon each week. 
• The November Newsletter! 
• The Advent Booklet 

http://www.standrewshespeler.ca


Advent Booklets are now available. These are 
designed to guide us through the Advent season 
and think differently about what this season is 

preparing us for. Please pick one up at the church 
or download and print one at home. Please also 
create an Advent wreath at home if you will be 

joining us to worship from there. 

 
 

 



We are making some tentative plans for Christmas. 
Among other things, we are hoping to hold: 
• A Longest Night Service on December 21 at 7:30 (in 

person and online) 
• A family focused Christmas Eve service at 6:30 pm (in 

person and online) 
• A communion service at 8 pm. (in person and online) 
• Sunday falls on Boxing Day this year (December 26) 

and we will plan to hold a hybrid (in person and 
online) service on that day as usual. 


