Please take a few moments in silent meditation to prepare our minds and
hearts to worship God. Please stand as you are able when the beadle enters
with the Bible.

Prelude: Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring - By JS Bach
WE APPROACH GOD

Lighting of the Candle of Joy (see insert) Lit by Jason McClellan & Heather
Robertson

Introit: Betelehemu - Traditional Nigerian Carol, Arr. Andy Beck
*Prayer of approach

*QOpening Hymn: “Oh come, all ye faithful” verses 1,2, 5 #159
Please be seated

Prayer of Confession:

L: In gratitude for who God is and in honesty about who we are, let us confess
to God our sins:

P: Gracious Judge, we have sinned against you, through ingratitude,
because of disobedience, and as a result of the hardness of our hearts.
We have not attended to the words of prophets. We have not looked
for the signs of your realm of justice and light. We have not lived with
expectation or hope. In your mercy forgive our sins and free us so that
we may choose your will and obey your commandments; through
Jesus Christ our Saviour.

L: Hear the good news of Christ: God is faithful and just and will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Know that you are forgiven, forgive
one another, and be set free to live in peace.

P: Amen! Thanks be to God.

L: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

P: And also with you.

Music: Joseph Made a Treasure Box - By Larry Nickel
WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD

Responsive Reading: Luke 1: 46b-55

L: “My soul magnifies the Lord,

P: and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,

L: for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
P: Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
L: for the Mighty One has done great things for me,

P: and holy is his name.

L: His mercy is for those who fear him

P: from generation to generation.

L: He has shown strength with his arm;

P: he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
L: He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,

P: and lifted up the lowly;

L: he has filled the hungry with good things,

P: and sent the rich away empty.

L: He has helped his servant Israel,

P: in remembrance of his mercy,

L: according to the promise he made to our ancestors,

P: to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

Music: Suogan - Traditional Scottish Carol, Arr Douglas E Wagner & A la
nanita nana - Traditional Spanish Folk Song, Arr. David Eddleman

Children’s time
*Hymn: “"The first nowell v. 1,2 #136
Life and Work of the Church
Scripture: Isaiah 35:1-10 p. 663
James 5:7-10 p. 231

Matthew11: 2-11 p. 11

L: The word of the Lord
P: Thanks be to God.

Music: A la Media Noche - Traditional Puerto Rican Carol, Arr. Greg Gilpin
Sermon: Patience - Part |

Music: The Wexford Carol - Traditional Irish Carol, Arr. Vincent M. Ryan

Sermon: Patience - Part 2
Music: Ose Shalom - Traditional Hebrew Text, Music by John Leavitt

WE RESPOND
Prayers of the People and Lord'’s Prayer

Music: Comfort, Comfort You My People - Traditional German Carol

Offering & Offertory: Stille Nacht - By Joseph Mohr & Franz Gruber
Doxology #145v.4

What can | give him, poor as | am?

If | were a shepherd, | would bring a lamb;
If | were a Wise Man, | would do my part;
Yet what | can | give him - give my heart.

Prayer of dedication:

As we offer our treasure and hearts to you, O God, may they be
used to pass on the promise of hope, of peace, of life, of
community to all in need of your gifts and presence in their lives.

Amen.
*Closing Hymn: “Joy to the world”  verses 1, 2, 4 #153
*Sending and Choral Response #137v.4

Hope of the world, Mary’s child,
you're coming soon to reign;
King of the earth, Mary’s child,
Walk in our streets again.

Postlude: Various Themes on “Fa-la-1a” Arr. Chuck Bridwell

This week in Sunday School
Divine Detectives: The Shepherd and the Magi Show the Way
Holy Sherlocks: Choose to be Courageous, Luke 1: 47-55

We

This is the third week of our month long GivingTuesday campaign! We are
over half way to meeting our goal of $45, 000. St. Andrew’s is fortunate to be
in the heart of the Village of Hespeler, where we can live out our

motto: “Living in Christ, Sharing His Love” with so many people and groups.
Many people have come to depend on St. Andrew’s and the way we serve our
brothers & sisters in Christ. We serve food, we give clothing and personal
hygiene to those who need help; we offer space for many community groups;
we offer a safe place for four different A-A, Al-anon & Al-ateen groups; we
offer a friendly smile and a listening ear to many people who have difficulty
trusting others. It sometimes takes years to develop a trusting relationship
with some people who are simply looking for some acceptance and
understanding. We wouldn’t be able to do all of this without the help and
commitment of an incredible number of people. Did you know that over 52
(different) volunteers work tirelessly each week for each worship service? We
give thanks to all of those, too numerous to mention individually, who help
us to give praise to God each week.

We will continue with our GivingTuesday “rolling board” at the back of the
sanctuary. If you haven't had a chance please take a moment to sign the
poster and describe why St. Andrew’s is important to you or how you are a
part of our church & community.

Special Dates for Sunday School Children:
Sunday, December 22: Family Advent Service, with a potluck lunch, fun

! !




