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The season of Easter, also called Eastertide, is 50 days long. It begins on Easter Sunday and ends
with the day of Pentecost. (Pentecost is a Greek word that means fiftieth). During the season, it is traditional for
the church to make a shift in its readings for Sunday morning worship. During Easter, for the most part, the
lectionary abandons the Old Testament, which is not read apart from the Book of Psalms. Instead the church
delves into the story of the early church as it is told in the Book of Acts.

This seems quite fitting. In the aftermath of the resurrection, it is good for us to pause and think about
what the church did withthe incredible information that Jesus Christ had been raised from the dead.

This year (Year C of the Revised Common Lectionary) takes us through some extraordinary stories of the
early church. In particular, we discover what happens when the earliest believers encounter some
, extraordinary individuals, people like Tabitha, Cornelius, Lydia and a slave girl in Philippi.

As’llook forward at these readings and consider what they might be saying to us in the church today,
I'am struck by a thought. The early church started off with a good foundation: the
teachings of Jesus and the scriptures of the Old Testament. They probably
thought that they had it all figured out. They figured that they
had all the answers and knew exactly what they
were supposed to do. But then they
ran into real life,
specifically
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the real lives of people like Tabitha, Cornelius, Lydia, and a slave girl ﬁ-
in Philippi. As we shall see, the encounters with real life people led ”
them to realize that they had only scratched the surface of the good . _
news that Jesus had given them. They learned that the gospel was ~ *%
much more powerful than they ever imagined. o

| think that is a lesson that we need to continue to learninthe
church today. After two thousand years, you would think the church >
would have had everything figured out by now. But do you know
what keeps happening? The Christian message and mission keep
running into real flesh-and-blood people who make us challenge all our assumptions that we knew what the
grace of God really looked like. The adventure continues! You might say that the Book of Acts is still being
written by the Holy Spirit within the church today. And if that doesn’t blow your mind, I'm not sure what will.

A joyful Eastertide to you all! M
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At a retreat that was held at the beginning of March, our session was introduced to the idea of creating a
covenant, an agreement that we would make before God how about how we would treat one another. Our
retreat leader, Rev. Dr. John-Peter Smit, suggested this to us as a way
to address some of the issues that have been raised by the visitation
team from as things that we needed to work on.

%7 |saac said to them, “Why have
you come to me, seeing that you hate

me and have sent me away from you?”
2 TR T RN E VAL E A The purpose in such an exercise, would not merely be in order to

NN e S R R e TR AR (19 improve the way that the session functions together, though that
L O S e s T Would be an important part of it. It would also be a way that we could
PN ST R R b et |ead the whole congregation by example and encourage everyone to
R R K R B e e think carefully about how we treat one another as brothers and sisters

we have not touched you and have in Christ.

done to you nothing but good and And so the session engaged over a period of about two months in
QEVEENISTENEANY SRR EITELS <, ch an exercise. We started by brainstorming some of the elements
QAL R SHeR R ARG IDEE RN (¢ we considered to be essential. Then one of the elders took the
UECIRUENEN AN CRYSEICENCE oyt of our brainstorming and created an initial draft that the whole
CIEWLS IRV RGBRERREEE §16up then discussed and tweaked a little bit. Finally, at a meeting

CUEEOGENECEI DL IREEEIEE S || on May 7t, we formally adopted our covenant.
them on their way, and they departed

from him in peace. (Genesis 26:27-31) But it was not enough to just take a vote and adopt this document as

our covenant. And so, at this regular session meeting, we were joined
by the Rev. Greg Smith, minister at St. Andrews in Kitchener, who led

us through a covenanting service.

The service, though brief, was quite moving and meaningful. We read out the words of the covenant together
and Rev. Greg read to us a passage from Genesis that told of the covenant made between Isaac and Abimelech,
two enemies that overcame past hurts to become friends. And then, like the ancient patriarchs might have



done, we built the symbolic altar out of stones. Each elder came forward and laid a stone on the altar while
saying the words, “I make this covenant with each of you and with God.” Greg then placed the final stone as he
bore witness to our covenant.

Our little stone altar will remain on the communion table for the next several weeks as a witness to our
covenant before the congregation. Other groups in the congregation are certainly welcome to take the words
of the covenant and adapt them to their own use and, if they wish, add their own stones to the witness pile.
Within the session we will seek to hold one another to account, encouraging each other to live up to what we
have promised.
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St. Andrew’s Hespeler Presbyterian Church Session Covenant

As the Session of St. Andrew’s Hespeler Presbyterian Church, we covenant to follow these behaviours
and hold each other accountable for them

e — ,
We will: i 5. Atall times, demonstrate a “Treat others as they want
1. Each serve\iTRRCh & § willingness to be honest to be treated”

and open in discussion. We
commit to state our
disagreements along with
our reasons so that our
Session can discuss all issues

Be accountable for the
actions we commit to, both
individually and as a Session

spirit, according to our gifts g
and talents

Listen to and take time for
each other Ask for and practice

forgiveness

Pray for and be supportive fully. When a Session
of one another and, in so consensus is reached, we . Deal with people directly
doing, build each other up never “break rank”. and do not complain/gossip

so that we may better serve about others.

Treat each other as equals,
as Elders.

with dignity and respect . Create a safe and non-
Atall t|mgs, .mamtam . Practice the platinum rule - judgmental space to work
confidentiality together.

Did you know that you can donate to St. Andrew’s Hespeler online? For several years, St. Andrew’s Hespeler
has partnered with CanadaHelps to facilitate the acceptance of online donations. CanadaHelps itself is a
charity whose purpose is to inform, inspire and connect charities and donors with the causes they care about.
The online link to donate via St. Andrew’s internet homepage is not only another means by which to donate
regularly to St. Andrews but it is also a great way to make memorial and honour gifts and the link to our



website is easy to share using social media or e-mail.

During the month of June, every donation of $3 to St. Andrews via the CanadaHelps.org link on our website is
an automatic entry for St. Andrew’s Hespeler to win a $10,000 donation as part of CanadaHelps’ Great
Canadian Giving Challenge.

pa ~

#EI EO . AxO

. @ [/ 2NBe [AYyTFT2NIK

The GraceNotes Dr. Charlene Pauls has enjoyed a long and varied musical
career, as a choral conductor, vocal soloist, clinician,
adjudicator, arts administrator, academic, and
pedagogue. Drawing on this extensive experience and
training, Dr. Pauls’ approach focuses on developing a
The GraceNotes, formally known as The Women's  JEGENT RV RaE1i s Ke (I 1KY lo RualgoliTe [ e Ro (=10
Ensemble, is a group of female singers. They sing understanding of healthy vocal technique.

primarily folk music and choose repertoire that is
sweet, thoughtful, and melodic.

While they are not a new group, they do have a new
name and | want to take this chance to highlight
the work they do in the church.

Dr. Pauls has appeared as a Soprano soloist on concert
stages across Canada and internationally in Germany,
We've been very lucky to have Margaret McKenzie- JEglelElle A el Ilo R LI AT e a I LIl R0
Leighton take on the leadership of the group. She  eelgle{VateleE{Va I:Eq Tl oT=lqs

rehearses the group and leads them musically, as  FUEMANEYE RIATSAETT)

well as taking care of the administrative end. She Helmuth Rilling. Drawing

has also created a space for the woman to learn and JUSJICIRI( RGN

explore. many others, she has

developed a collaborative
The group often creates lovely moments of calm 4

within our worship. The name “GraceNotes” seems e R PRI e il
e -

\ . she has further honed
to suit them quite well. . i
conducting community,

Growth and Learning university, youth, and

church choirs. Successful performances at national and
international conferences and competitions, including
recent appearances at “Podium” and the World Choir
Games, are a testament to the effectiveness of her
approach.

| want to extend a congratulations to the Adult
Choir and Youth Band for the work they did for our
Easter service. They brought warmth and joy, rich
harmonies and energy to our music for our worship.
| was deeply touched by the passion in which they
sung “O Love” by Elaine Hagenberg. As they often This life-long commitment to learning gives Dr. Pauls
do for high Sundays, they put many hours of work capacity and capability across a broad swath of the

and rehearsals into learning the music, but for this  EESECICHNUEINMERCUNEIRCINTINIITIY
piece, we did something special in preparation. concentrations in Early Music and a dissertation on Bach,

she is well-versed in opera, oratorio, song repertoire as
well as musical theatre. Dr. Pauls has also been a
proponent of contemporary compositions, and has been
involved in numerous commissions focusing on Canadian
composers.

We invited Dr. Charlene Pauls to do a workshop
with us. (A brief bio can be found in the sidebar) She
joined us for a Thursday night rehearsal and
rehearsed “O Love” and some of our hymns with us.




She taught us about good posture, approaching high notes with good technique, maintaining rhythm and

using the score markings to bring out the expressivity of the piece. She worked the choir hard and it was an
absolute pleasure to learn from her.
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In February and March, we did “Explorations in Music” for the second time. Many of the children from our
congregation attended multiple weeks and we welcomed some children from our community. Below are some

pictures from our various activities. We learned about organs, violins, gamelan ensemble, story telling with
music, the kora harp and much more.
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Open Mic =

Night

AT ST. ANDREWS
HESPELER

Time to sing praise, your way!

Come out on Saturday, May25th, to enjoy a night of Faith based/Sacred music talent (by performing or
listening), refreshments & a time of fellowship while supporting a great local cause: Intermediate Christian
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